[Cheek paresthesia by an osteosarcoma].
A 21-year-old woman was referred by the dental practitioner to an oral surgeon concerning a hard elastic swelling of the left cheek in combination with local paresthesia. Histopathologic and radiographic examination revealed an osteosarcoma in the left segment of the maxilla. Subsequently, the patient was referred to a medical centre for head and neck oncology. The treatment consisted of 3 courses neoadjuvant chemotherapy, followed by radical surgical resection of the tumor, and 3 courses adjuvant chemotherapy. One year after treatment, there was no sign of local tumor recurrence or metastases. An osteosarcoma is a malignant tumor of bone forming cells. About 10% of osteosarcomas are appearing in the head and neck region, primarily in the mandible and the maxilla. The treatment of choice is adequate surgical removal. Treatment with (neo)adjuvant chemotherapy seems to have additional benefit, but this needs further research.